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GEOGRAPHY NOTES FOR 7™ CLASS (FOR ISLAMABAD)

UNIT # 01

SHORT QUESTIONS

What is a river system?

A river system consists of following:

¢« Catchment Area is the land over which rain
falls.

« Watershed is land drained by the main river
and its tributaries,

+ Divide separates one watershed from other.

e Tributary is the stream flowing into a larger
river.

¢ Distributaries are the channels into which
a river splits while flowing through delta.
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How are depositional plains formed? L d bl S
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Differentiate between erosional and LSO e L s,
coastal plains.
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Erosional Plains:

¢ These were formed when a mountain or
plateau area is reduced to a low lying plain
by weathering and erosion over a very long
period of time.

e For example; the plains of Nerthern Europe
and Northern Canada.

Coastal Plains:

¢ These were formed when a part of the sea
floor bordering a continent was uplifted.

e For example; the plains of Scotland, U.S.A
and Pakistan (Sindh and Makran Coast).
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Differentiate between and

mountains.

¢ A mountain is the natural elevation of the
earth's surface at least 1000 meters above
sea |level and at least 50% of its surface are
steep slopes.

¢ A plain is a flat or gently rolling land surface.

plains
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Compare hot and cold deserts.

Hot Deserts:

« Hot deserts are located in sub-tropical areas.

e For example; the Sahara Desert (North
Africa), Great Australian Desert (Australia),
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Arabian Desert (Saudi Arabia), Dasht-e-Lut
Kalahari

(Iran), Thar Desert (Pakistan),

(Africa) and Mojave (North America).
Cold deserts:

e The tundra is a cold desert and is a desolate
land covered with lakes, ponds and marshes.
¢ Permafrost is an important feature of this

climate.

e It occupies the northern fringe of Asia
Europe, the North American Islands, and the

coastline of Greenland.
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LONG QUESTIONS

What is a landform? Explain
processes responsible for the change
in the landscape of the earth.
Landforms are the natural features that
make up the earth's surface. The major
landforms on earth are plains, plateaus
and mountains. Following processes are
responsible for change in landscape.

a) Weathering:

It is the breaking down of rocks on the
surface of the earth by Mechanical or
Chemical means.

b) Mass wasting:
It is the movement of a IEH'-QE mass of

sediments or a section of land, down a
slope due to gravity. Different types of
mass wasting are rock fall, landslide,
avalanches, creep and mudflow etc.

c) Erosion:

It is the wearing and removal of land
surface by rivers, winds and glaciers.
These processes evolve the landforms in
terms of elevation, shape and size.
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What are the Physical features of
plains? Describe briefly how they are
formed?

Erosional plains:
¢ These are formed when a mountain or

plateau area is reduced to a low lying
plain.
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o [t is due to weathering and erosion
over a long period of time.

¢ For example; the plains of Northern
Europe and Northern Canada.

Depositional plains:

e These are formed by the deposition of
sediments on lowlands.

e These are brought by rivers, glaciers
or the wind,

River Plains:

¢ These are formed by the deposition of
sediments by rivers.

e These plains are ideal for farming

because they are flat and fertile.

e For example; the Indus Plains in
Pakistan.

Outwash/ Till Plains:

e These are formed when Glaciers
spread sediments of various sizes.

¢ For example; plains in Northern
Germany and MidWest of U.5.A

Loess plains:

e These are formed by the deposition of
very fine particles by wind.

e Winds blew these particles from
deserts.

¢ For example; the Pampas of Argentina.
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Explain the importance of rivers with

respect to Dbiodiversity and the

economy.

 Rivers provide habitats to a large
number of plants and animals.

e Rivers (wetland) are breeding grounds
for many species.

e Rivers are very important for economic
activities like agriculture and fishing.

o Rivers also provide fertility to the soil.

e Rivers also provide the cheapest
means of transportation.
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